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roof-top of crows which discuss the benefits to mankind brought by
the Russian Revolution. The truth that he sought to drive home
made quite an impact on me.
When a country attains freedom, it usually hastens to throw its
doors wide open, establish independent relations with others, and
engage in trade with them. But when political and social trans-
formation took place in Russia, it shut all its doors tight. The outside
world howled about Russia's action. All sorts of suspicions and
slanders were circulated about the country. In the midst of varied
pressures, Russia, bearing new responsibilities on top of its old
sorrows, went ahead with its tasks silently, like a proud and responsi-
ble mother who is determined to safeguard her children from the
noxious fumes of the world outside. Russia came to be described
as an "iron curtain country." No country extended a helping hand
to it, nor did Russia put out its hand seeking a dole from anybody.
The great-powers of the world excommunicated Russia and proclaim-
ed that they would not have political and trade relations with it.
Bharati voices his condemnation of their course. All these countries
that seek to isolate Russia will eventually submit to it because of its
growth and achievements, says Bharati prophetically. He asserts
confidently that Russia will never submit to any intimidation.
I feel like reiterating at this point that at the time when Bharati wrote
there was no Communist Party in India nor was there any sort of
direct contact between Bharati and Russia.
It is true that Russia did surround itself after the revolution with
very strong fences to the extent that others could call it an iron
curtain country. On its own volition it kept itself aloof from other
countries and governments. But it did not lapse into the kind of
narrow nationalism that would brush aside the issues and objectives
common to mankind. Russia kept itself aloof in order to equip itself
to struggle for a noble goal common to all mankind, and it turned
itself into a mighty force.
A way of life with a glorious historical tradition and the power to
exert its influence globally cannot remain passive in the face of
challenges from other ways of life to its principles and its goal.
The Soviet Union will continue to have its impact on the world.
From its very birth it had had its impact on men of sensitivity and
spirituality. And how nobly!
I perceived that in regard to our country there was no connection
whatever between the errors of our Communists and the Soviet Union.